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The Knight Arts Challenge enters its fifth year of providing
grants for South Florida’s best ideas in growing the arts
community. The foundation has invested $19 million

for arts-related projects to promote the community

as a cultural force.
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These are just some of the successful ideas that were submitted
last year to the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation for funding
through its Arts Ghallenge program.

Now in its fifth year, the Knight Arts Challenge has invested
more than $19 million in arts-related projects — $2.9 million alone

last year. The foundation’s aim is to promote, develop and unite

South Florida through the arts, said Dennis Scholl, the founda-

tion’s program director.
The foundation is soliciting promising ideas from artists of all

kinds who willhave a chance to winagrant to further their project.
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Million
ated to Children
Disabilities and Their Families

As an
indicator of The
Children’s Trust’s
commitment
and increased
public awareness
of children with
disabilities,
the 2012 David
Lawrence Jr. Champion for Children
Award was presented to Michael
Alessandri, Ph.D. A renowned expert
in his field, Dr. Alessandri has

—~worked with children with autism
spectrum disorders and their families
for more than three decades and
has served as the executive director
of the University of Miami/Nova
Southeastern University Center
for Autism and Related Disabilities
(CARD) since 1995.

The Trust’s attention to children
with disabilities spans its programs
and initiatives, and is treated as
an aspect of cultural competency
— where the differences between
one population vis-a-vis another
are viewed with both respect and
sensitivity.

Efforts on behalf of profoundly
disabled children are costly because

passion. The practice of of necessarily small teacher/child

| has evolved to become the ratios. Progress may be low as

n. compared to results exhibited by

[rust’s collaboration with their typically developing peers, but

All Children Together for Sonya Evans, and other parents

comprehensive countywide  of children with disabilities, these
network for children with programs are priceless. Evans’ 2-year-
es and their families, has old son has cerebral palsy and is
trumental in educating

st providers and the public.

for ACT trainings and

1 assistance have raised

ss and demonstrated the

>ded to make the inclusion
uccessful.

first opened its doors, The
en’s Trust has championed
eds of children of all

»s and sought to remove
1at might prevent a child
icipating fully in life and

(e commumnity offers its —-
The Trust continues to
ignificant funding to

que programs that nurture
spment of children with
ss, but it has also vigorously
2d all providers to embrace

»ducational practice
children with disabilities
-ally developing children
de. Studies have shown

> mixed settings promote

1 mutual learning for both
“hildren with special needs
ial skills by modeling the

s of typically developing
yin turn learn acceptance

in summer camp at ARC of South
Florida.

profoundly deaf. She enrolled her son

The Children'sTrust ~

“I speak for myself and for all
the other parents whose children
attend ARC. I don't have the words to
express my thanks and gratitude for
the fact that you fund this program,”
Evans told The Trust’s Board of
Directors.

The Children’s Trust has not
wavered in support of this most
vulnerable population. In 2011-12,
$9.3 million was budgeted overall;
additionally dollars invested in
after-school and summer programs
promote inclusion and benefit
significant numbers of children
with disabilities. For contracts that
require at least three contact sessions,
the percentage of children with
disabilities served increased by 2
percent, from 10 to 12 percent—or
nearly 8,000 children, compared to
the previous fiscal year.

In funded after-school programs,
12 percent or nearly 1,900 children
with disabilities received services.

In summer camps, 15 percent or
about 2,000 were children with some
degree of disability; children with
special needs comprised 12 percent

Karen Peterson and Dancers

gors
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of those in Service Partnerships; and
in Trust-funded Early Childhood
Development programs, 21 percent
of those served were children with
disabilities.

Though the percentage of
children with disabilities served by
The Children’s Trust has increased,
the demand for services remains
high, especially in the summer.

“Qur summer program fills, and
then we over-enroll, and we still get
calls every day from families who
are searching for programs. I can’t
emphasize enough how important
it is to offer programs during the
summer for young children with
disabilities in our community,” said
Kathleen Vergara, executive director
of The Debbie Institute.

Ninety-four percent of children
with disabilities in Trust programs
improved their reading fluency,
cognitive skills, communication,
speech and general comprehension.
Eighty-nine percent of parents and
caregivers increased involvement
in their child’s development and
education.
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AUDIENCE MEMBERS CLAPPED THEIR HANDS,' B
: : TO PERFORMANCES BY DISABLE

BY JANICE VILCHEZ
jvilchez@MiamiHerald.com

Scott Alter, 16, who was
born with cerebral palsy, used
the joystick o1 his electric
wheelchair to move-back and
forth to the Beat of the song
Keleya by African musician
Moussa Doumbia. :

“My son enjoys this, it was
all he talked about,” Scott’s
mother, Michelle Alter, said
as his dance performance
with seven other youths drew
shouts of approval from fel-
low students at Biscayne
Academy in Aventura.

Parents, teachers and
aurses also showed their
:nthusiasm at the special per-
‘ormance put on March 5 by
‘he ‘academy’s students —
rouths diagnosed with
wtism, attention deficit dis-
>rder, cerebral’ palsy and
sther disabilities.

Moved by the perfor-
nances, two women seated
n the front row couldn’t hold
»ack their tears. ;

The assembly was the
‘esult of a 20-week collabora-
ion with Karen Peterson and
Jancers Inc., a Kendall-based
lonprofit dance group. The
roject helped students
inderstand team work, and
\elped build memory, endur-
nce and strength, said Marie
\. DiCowden, executive
irector and founder of Bis-
ayne Institutes of Health
nd Living, the parent com-
any of Biscayne Academy.

Jennifer Smallwood, one
f the choreographers work-
1g with the students, taught
1em a dance move known as
1e “living statue” in which a
tudent creates a pose and
1e others follow, then con-
ect to each other, imitating
r creating a different pose.

Telling students they are
oing to learn a new dance
1ove engages their curiosity.

‘“You have to treat them
ke there is nothing different
>out them,” she said.

“Another performance that
iptivated the audience was

AVENTURA
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OPPED THEIR HEADS AND DANCED N THEI
D STUDENTS AT BISCAYNE ACADEMY.

the solo dance performance
by Kimlyann Brown, 18.
Dressed in a pink shirt and
black knee-length tights, Kim-
lyann danced to a song by
Christian artist Kirk Franklin.

Kimlyann was diagnosed
with ADD in the fifth grade.
She started attending the
academy in the ninth grade,
and said it helped change her

life. _

“I use to have a real bad

temper,” she said, but the
-academy helped her deal with
her anger problems.

At the end of her perfor-
mance, she bowed to the
applause of the audience and
walked off to be embraced by
her teacher and Assistant
Principal Tristan Haddad-Di-

PHOTOS BY CHRIS CUTRO/FOR

' RIGHT MOVES: Above, Johneisha

' Mabry rolls around on the
. ground for a performance
'~ during the Movement and
- Music performance at
Biscayne Academy in
Aventura. Left, Ale?<ander

Ste

o Katie Black.The

cademy hosted th

" lperformance in collaborati
with Karen Peterson and
 IDancers Inc., a Kendall-base

onprofit dance group. |
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Through dance, she can checkbook, compl
express how she feels and application and
reach out to others, Kimlyann credit cards are tai

said. s
Her mother, Denices Max-

school.
The academy ha

well, said -the counseling cater to children :
offered at the academy has with disabilities.
helped her daughter gain self information, visit

confidence and job skills.
" In addition to academics, 305
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