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“Warmamas: A
Performance”
takes on the
issue of “those
who have been
left behind” by
the friends,
partners,
family
members and
children who
have gone to
war.

A HARD LOOK AT THE Onfriday and

I M P n cT Saturday in The nght

Box at Goldman
Warehouse, Karen
Peterson and Dancers
will present
“Warmamas: A
Performance.”

where her work is cre-

BY CAMERON BASDEN ated and where Lino did
ArtbursiMiami.com much of her filming, we
witnessed a rehearsal of
n America, we have “Warmamas” and spoke
so much. Even in the with the dancers to hear
most challenging, first hand from the team
difficult times, our about how the piece
ability to get support, came together, how they

MOVIES

MoviePass changes
lead to barrage of
complaints

EY HOWARD COHEN
hcohen@miamiherald.com

Movie lovers waiting to
time a MoviePass sub-
scription to the release of
the summer's blockbus-
ters may have waited too
long.

The high-profile startup
enticed customers with its
promise of a flat monthly
fee of $9.95 to see one
movie a day at most major
theaters. But recent
changes have led to a
barrage of complaints on
social media sites .

Among the changes:

o Rather than the
movie-a-day plan for a
$10 spot, which sounded
too good to be true for
movie buffs who would
have to pay at least $11 per

ticket at most theaters,
new customers are now
limited to four movies a
month. Earlier subscribers
are grandfathered without
the limit — for now.

e Friday's rollout of a
new beta test of the serv-
ice forces some subscrib-
ers to take photos of the
movie tickets they buy
with the company's debit
cards, which is a hassle, to
say the least.

® An update to its terms
of service limits the num-
ber of times fans can see
the same movie to just
once. Try telling an
"Avengers" fan they can
only see "Infinity War"
once. Who can keep track
of all the superheroes with
just one viewing?

SEE MOVIEPASS, 2C

MARVEL STUDIOS AP

Tom Holland as Spider-Man in a scene from "Avengers:

Infinity War."

TELEVISION

Banderas plays
Picasso, a complex
hometown hero

EY LYNN ELBER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES - Anto-
nio Banderas, who shares
his birthplace with Pablo
Picasso, decided it finally
‘was time to portray his
hometown hern. Bt he

http://digital .olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/MiamiHerald/PrintPages.aspx ?doc=TMH/2018/05/03 &from=25&to=25

“I started realizing he
was not just complicated
but mysterious, because
of what he did as an artist
and because of his life.
There were so many
opinions of him, some of
them good and some
bad, his behavior with art

and with women and his
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dUuvICeE dnd resources 1s
extensive. It is an all too
familiar path to be obliv-
ious to the struggles that
are ongoing, the daily
battles that are faced by
S0 many.

Karen Peterson and
her physically integrated
dance company, Karen
Peterson and Dancers
(KPD), tackles this
tough and at times, un-
comfortable subject
matter.

On Friday and Sat-
urday in The Light Box
at Goldman Warehouse,
Peterson will present
“Warmamas: A Perform-
ance.” The work takes
on the issue of “those
who have been left be-
hind” by the friends,
partners, family mem-
bers and children who
have gone to war.

The piece is in collab-
oration with visual artist
Maria Lino, who has
worked with Peterson
many times. Lino has
created video projec-
tions that seamlessly
blend with the dance
movement to tell stories
of hope, sadness, angst
and ultimately, death.

Peterson was inspired
by the oral history pro-
ject Warmamas, a not-
for-profit organization

KARIME ARABIA Photo provided to the Miami Herald

“Warmamas: A Performance” takes on the issue of
“those who have been left behind” by the friends,
partners, family members and children who have gone

to war.

that gives a voice to
mothers of soldiers who
serve or have served in
our military in a time of
war. She saw her dance
creation as an opportu-
nity to bring to light
issues that are not often
talked about, but affect
our culture so strongly.
The Warmamas site
hosts a series of live
interviews by mothers
who are expressing their
various states of being

‘when their children have
gone to war. Sometimes
the children return,
sometimes they do not.
The mothers live with
the reality of not know-
ing.

“I am a mother, we
are mothers,” says Pe-
terson. “I don’t think
enough focus is given to
‘women who send their
children to war.”

On a visit to Peter-
son’s studio, Excello,
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WELE UNpacied dnud wind
they hope audiences will
take away.

“This really was a true
collaboration with the
dancers,” says Peterson.
“We took ideas, threw
them out. When I got
stuck, got lost, the danc-
ers would be really pa-
tient.

“Maria and I chose
some of our favorite
stories. We made a story
board. And then I found
music to go with each
story. The work moves
along in a series of vi-
gnettes that take a close
look at the ones who are
left behind.”

Attending almost all
rehearsals as the piece
was developed, Lino
observes, “I sit here and
I look at the choreog-
raphy, the whole process
developing. I always
have in mind the con-
cept. What is it that
we're trying to show? I'll
say things like, ‘that’s
really beautiful, but
what does it have to do
with the concept?’ It's
really back and forth.”

Lino further described
the filming. “The video
is very minimal in a
military way. Military

SEE "WARMAMAS’, 2C

leaves it to viewers of
National Geographic’s
drama series “Genius:
Picasso” to reconcile the
artist’s revelatory work
with his treatment of the
women who helped in-
spire it.

The actor had passed
on two other chances to
play Picasso, intimidated
by the prospect of playing
the man he calls a “huge
figure” from their shared
birthplace of Malaga,
Spain. Learning more
about the titan of 20th-
century painting, who
died in 1973 at age 91,
made the mature Bande-
ras cautious for other
reasons.

friends,” Banderas said.

But he was impressed
by the first season of
“Genius” from executive
producers Ron Howard
and Brian Grazer, with
Geoffrey Rush playing
Albert Einstein, and de-
cided this was the time to
take Picasso’s complex
story and paintbrushes in
hand, literally.

“I wanted to be fam-
iliar with all the tools,
brushes and oils and
acrylics and everything. I
bought canvasses and
starting painting” to
prepare for the role, he
said, although he counts

SEE BANDERAS, 3C

DUSAN MARTINCEK National Geographic

Antonio Banderas as Pablo Picasso in the second season
of National Geographic's “Genius.”
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FROM PAGE 1C
‘WARMAMAS’ If you go

people follow orders. So
there is part of that in the
video. The same way Ka-
ren has ideas for choreog-
raphy, the dancers have
ideas for movement and
conversation, I create
ideas for visuals and film-
ing.”

Warmamas director and
founder, Patricia Figueroa
Sowers, is adamant in
saying that the organiza-
tion is not any sort of po-
litical statement about
war. “I really just want to
honor the mothers. It's a
complicated issue and it’s
not black and white.”
‘What these women are in
summary saying is that in
a war, no one is a winner.

ny participant without
favor or adjustment.
“Warmamas” is built on
emotions and stories.

“This is something that
all of us are surrounded
by, but unless it really
touches us, we don’t con-
nect to it,” says dancer
Oscar Trujillo. “This pro-
ject brings awareness in a
much more human and
visceral way and brings up
all of the emotions that we
have to navigate every
day.”

For dancer Katherine
Brennan, “[the dance
project] is raising my con-
sciousness. [ hope that, for
the audience, it creates a
greater sense of empathy

KPD is a physically in- and awareness.”
tegrated company, with Shawn Butler, a KPD
both able bodied and dis-  dancer who is in a wheel-

abled dancers. The dance
vocabulary remains con-
stant throughout and is
delivered by each compa-

chair and worked at the
VA for 27 years, reminds
us that not all wounds are
visible and she wishes the

CAMERON BASDEN Photo provided to the Miami Herald

“Warmamas: A Performance” takes on the issue of “those who have been left behind” by
the friends, partners, family members and children who have gone to war.

audience will get a taste of
that.

Follows up dancer Abby
Contreras: “Everyone may
be aware of the surface of
these issues, but we don't
go deeper. This is a good

way to speak about it.”
The six multi-cultural
dancers of Brennan, But-
ler, Contreras, Martina
Tarducci, Trujillo, Jesus
Vidal de Leon de Jesus,
who is participating with

KPD for the first time,
along with Peterson and
Lino, have taken an eye-
opening, unexpected jour-
ney in the creation of
“Warmamas.”

“I hope, somehow, the

& What: “Warmamas: A
Performance,” world
premiere from Karen
Peterson and Dancers

® When: 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday

® Where: The Light Box at
Goldman Warehouse, 404
NW 26th St. Miami

# Info: Tickets $20 general
admission, $15 students,
seniors and people with
disabilities;
www.karenpeterson
dancers.org;
305-298-5879

audience will be affected,”
adds Brennan, and “will
remember and be mind-
ful.”

ArtburstMiami.com is a
nonprofit source of theater,
dance, music and
performing arts news.

FROM PAGE 1C

MOVIEPASS

Marvel Studios' "The

MoviePass card, you will be

Avengers: Infinity War" asked to upload a photo of
opened this week, and your ticket stub. This fea-
"Deadpool 2," "Solo: A Star  ture will help us better
Wars Story” and "Mamma  track user behavior and
Mia! Here We Go Again" ensure that subscribers are
are on the way. abiding by our terms of
But just as Hollywood is  use. If you fail to submit
gearing up for what it your ticket stub more than
hopes will be a big box once, your account will be
office season, some canceled and you'll be
MoviePass users received ineligible to sign up for a

emails from the company

new MoviePass account.”

that threatened to cancel The speculation is that
their accounts if they did MoviePass has cut deals
not submit photos of their with studios to promote

ticket stubs via the Movie-

smaller movies that aren't

Pass phone app. tentpoles like "Star Wars,"
The Los Angeles Times  "Mission Impossible” and
obtained an email sent by "Jurassic Park" franchises
the company to its sub- — all of which will play in
scribers that read: "Starting theaters this summer.
over the next few days, "I would not have bought
each time you purchase a this card if I had known
movie ticket with your you weren't going to let me

€he New lork Times

see the same movie twice! I
wish there was a way to
return it and get my money
back. Ifeel lied to!"” a user
posted Friday on
MoviePass' Facebook post
that promoted the coming
Mila Kunis summer movie,
"Thﬁ Spy Who Dumped
Me.

MoviePass, which was
founded in 2011 and initial-
ly charged between $15 and
$50 monthly, responded:
"We recently updated our
Terms of Service to reflect

DARRON CUMMINGS AP|

Edited by Will Shortz

that MoviePass subscribers
are only permitted to see a
select movie in theaters
once with your MoviePass.
We hope this will encour-
age you to see hew movies
and enjoy something dif-
ferent!"

In a column titled
"MoviePass is no longer
too good to be true” that
was posted Friday on The
Verge, writer Nick Statt,
who identified himself as a
subscriber, opined that the
company's changes and
restrictions are "bad signs"
and suggest MoviePass'
business model is unsus-
tainable.

"On the busi-
ness side,
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all of these tests seem de-
signed to cut corners, save
cash, and determine how
little the company can get
away with offering while it
tries to figure out a more
sustainable business mo-
del," Statt wrote.

Late last year, AMC
Entertainment's Chief
Executive Adam Aron, who
heads the largest theater
chain in North America,
blasted the startup. “AMC
has absolutely no intention
— I repeat, no intention —
of sharing any of our ad-
missions revenue or our
concessions revenue,” The
New York Times reported.

But MoviePass' New
York parent company,
Helios and Matheson Ana-
Iytics Inc., which has an
office on Brickell Avenue,
told the Miami Herald last
week things are swell..

Last August, Helios CEQ
Ted Farnsworth cut Movie-
Pass' price to $9.95 to

DEAR ABBY

Husband answers the
call of nature outside

JEANNE PHILLIPS

Dear Abby: We moved

to the country, but we’re

not really far out of town.
My educated, urbane, pro-
fessional husband who has

http://digital .olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/MiamiHerald/PrintPages.aspx ?doc=TMH/2018/05/03 & from=26&t0=26

promote growth — which
helped turn MoviePass into
a household name, and
sent subscribers soaring to
more than two million up
from 20,000, according to
The Las Vegas
News-Journal.

However, Helios report-
ed a $150.8 million loss in
2017, compared to a $7.4
million loss
in 2016. The
company
says it has
more than
two million
subscribers
and looks to
Amazon as
an inspira-
tion in its
goal to boost its customer
base.

Despite the growing
pains, "We caught light-
ning in a bottle," Farn-
swotrh told the Herald.

Follow @HowardCohen
on Twitter.

Ted
Farnsworth

the practice is not as unusual
as you may believe. If you
want to try it, I can’t stop
you, but I do suggest you
bring along some tissue.

As to whether your letter
is a first, the answer is no.
The topic arose about 20
years ago when “The Whiz-
zard's Wife” wrote me about
her husband doing it after
dark, and occasionally in the
side yard during daylight
hours. She wondered if it
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issues. That said, however,

was normal. [ replied:

“This is not a subject
that’s often discussed, but
1 suspect the practice is
not unusual. Dogs and cats
urinate to mark their terri-
tory. Your husband may be
doing it for the same reason.
For pets, the problem can
be resolved by neutering;
however, [ wouldn’t recom-
mend that for your husband.
The Los Angeles Police
Department informs me that
it’s ‘not illegal as long as it is
not in public view.””

Ithen suggested she check
with the police in her city
to be sure there are no ordi-
nances against it.

Contact Dear Al at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

CAROLYN HAX

Divorced dad struggles to schedule play dates for his daughter

Dear Carolyn: I'm a

divorced dad and have my
daughter, 9, every other
week. I try to schedule play
dates for her and am met
with hesitation. It seems
like her mom can easily
schedule them.
Tusually have to talk
to the moms to schedule n;cuou;! HAX
things. Is there anything I rellme@washpost.com
candotoshowlamawell-  orit's weird for the moms
intentioned dad? Maybe to talk to someone who
the hesitation is that their isn't the mom, or maybe
daughters would be with I'm the weird one?
me and no mother figure, My ex and I do not get

along. If we are in the
school together, we will
not sit together or even
exchange small talk. Does
this put other moms off as
well?

Any insight would be
great. ] want my daughter
to be able to spend time
with friends.

— Single Dad

There’s too much miss-
ing for me to address this
with any kind of accuracy.

That’s because the

hesitation you're reading
on these moms could be
anything from unfair and
outrageous bias against a
single dad to a reasonable
discomfort with something
you did or said. It could
even be that these moms
are happy to arrange play
dates, but you're so uncom-
fortable that the conversa-
tions get awkward. Or they
could be good friends with
your ex and they have a
view of the divorce, and of
you, that is quite negative.

If you want a master key
to all of it, then that lies in
your relationship with your
ex. If you and she can find
away to get along, then a
lot of problems for your
daughter go away and spe-
cifically the “why” of your
play-date difficulties will
become available to you.

You can talk to your ex
about why setting up play
dates is awkward, and
learn which moms are easi-
est to deal with, who might
feel uncomfortable with

just a dad home and why.

If you're part of the
reason there's no sitting
together and small talk,
then decide now to let it go.
Stop holding out for what-
ever you're holding out for,
accept what your anger or
pride hasn’t let you accept.

If she’s the one making
civility impossible, then all
you can do is be friendly
and keep doing what’s best
for your daughter. Time
and kindness are powerful
in combination.
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